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Driver Shortage 
Requires Patience 
 
The Alleghany Highlands Public Schools 
Division is facing a critical bus driver 
shortage with the opening of schools set for 
Wednesday, Aug. 17, 2022. 
 

Some routes may be consolidated this fall 
as circumstances indicate. We realize the 
consolidation of routes will place more 
students on buses and result in longer bus 
rides. We thank you in advance for your 
grace and your patience as we make every 
possible effort to transport our students to 
and from school in a safe and efficient way.  
 

As part of our contingency plan, some of our 
Transportation Department personnel will 
drive bus routes until new drivers are hired 
and certified. The hiring and training 
process takes time. Drivers are required to 
obtain specialized training and certifications 
before they go on their routes.  
 

At present, we do not have many substitute 
bus drivers. If a driver cannot report to work, 
we may be forced to alter or cancel routes 
on a school day. Parents will be notified if 
this happens through our automated phone 
system and our Facebook page —
 @AHPublicSchools. The information will 
also be posted on our website, 
www.ahps.k12.va.us.   
 

If you have questions, please contact our 
Transportation Department at (540) 863-
1800. 

 

Quick Facts 
Public schools across the country are facing 
shortages in qualified bus drivers.  

➢ Nearly eight of 10 (77.6 percent) of 
school divisions responding to a 
recent survey by HopSkipDrive.com 
reported they are facing ongoing bus 
driver shortages. 

➢ The shortage of drivers began before 
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic 
in 2020. A 2016 survey by the 
National Association of Pupil 
Transportation indicated that 70 
percent of school transportation 
professionals believe the shortage 
was getting worse then. 

➢ The situation has continued to 
worsen with concerns about the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and 
the downturn in the economy. Many 
bus drivers have retired and school 
divisions are having a hard time 
replacing them. 

➢  
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If you are interested in becoming a driver for 
AHPS, contact our Transportation Department at 
540-863-1800, or visit www.ahps.k12.va.us and 
click “Join Our Team.” 

http://www.ahps.k12.va.us/
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